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November 12th we left Woo Slk and started
for Cheong Chow. From Suchau onward we
were on the Grand Canal* The road on the
bank of the canal was in good condition. Most
of the people wo saw and met were rebels, travel-
ing between Tan Yang and Suchau, and but few
boats were seen passing each other. All the
country surrounding the canal between those
cities seemed to have been abandoned by the
peasantry and the cultivated fields were covered
with rank grass and weeds. Instead of flourishing
crops, A traveler, not knowing the circum-
stances, would naturally lay the blame wholly
upon the Talping rebels, but the imperialists
in their conflicts with the rebels, were as culpable
as their enemies* The rebels whom we met on
the public road were generally very civil and
tried in every way to protect the people in order
to gain their confidence. Incendiarism, pillage*
robbery and ill-treatment of the people by the
rebels, were punished by death. We reached
Cheong Chow in the night. We found nearly all
the houses along the road between Woo Sik and
Cheong Chow to be completely deserted and
emptied of all their inmates. There were occa-
sionally a few of the inhabitants to be seen
standing on the bank with small baskets,e
